Minutes of H.J. Cambie Secondary School
Parent Advisory Committee Meeting

Wednesday, February 27, 2008

Mary Ens, treasurer, called the meeting to order at 7:10 p.m. and welcomed all members.  The following individuals were in attendance:

Administrator – Neil Kamide

Executive Members:  Kathy Churchill, Mary Ens

Parents:  Sheena Gingrich, Susan Kemp, Sharon Ginter, Mary-Anne Wickham

(1)  Approval/Amendments to Agenda – Deferred to next meeting as 2 executive and 3 non-executive members are required to pass a motion.

It was decided that because we could not adopt minutes or approve agenda, those in attendance could go ahead and unofficially “chat”.

Administration Report – Neil Kamide

· Desmond Cheng, a Boyd graduate approached Cambie to see if there would be interest in his professional video company to film the Valedictory ceremony and then sell CD’s for $20 each.  Grade 12’s were surveyed and Mr. Kamide received mixed feedback.
· BC Agriculture In The Classroom Foundation  is offering fresh fruit and veggies once a week to students.  They will provide food and make it available for distribution.  PAC must apply for this program.  Will be brought to next meeting for voting.

· SPC still struggling to get started.  First meeting will be after spring break.  3 year plan was started last year, and will be looked at again to make sure it fits into vision.

· There was a $700 cheque for an ICBC speaker.  On May 1st there is a speaker scheduled to speak about drinking and driving.  His cost is $400, which will leave $300. Mr. Kamide believes these funds should be passed along for the after grad.

· Mr. Kamide thanked Kathy Churchill for her welcoming speech at the grade seven and Program Planning Meeting.
· Program planning is going on now and the bulk of it will be done before spring break.  The Career Fair tomorrow evening is one of the biggest in metro Vancouver.  It will be held at Cambie from 3 – 8 p.m.

· Vice Principal, Mr. Rick White has taken on a District Administrator position for the International program/Continuing Education, beginning after spring break.  Dave Cairnes will be replacing Mr. White at Cambie and will start on March 4th.

· Tech Committee has requested additional technology support be made available:  computer space in lab, in focus projectors, mobile laptop lab.  Technology committee is willing to come to PAC meeting to explain needs.  Committee is requesting a donation of any portion towards $10,000.

Mary Ens, treasurer, will be absent for March meeting but some financial items need to be dealt with.  Mary stated that it is important to address at the next meeting:

· Set up of scholarship criteria
· Establish committee to review applications

· PAC has an excess of $10,000 to spend

· $10,000 after grad seed money needs to be readdressed

· Discussion about the possibility of including aftergrad fees with the grad fees.  Research the possibility of including them as an option in school fees.  Neil will ask about incorporating and will report back.
In order to accomplish this, at the next meeting, it is critical to make sure there are enough voting committee and executive members in attendance at the next meeting.

Susan Kemp, a grade 8 parent expressed her concern about communication between school and home.  She missed the school planning night and is struggling to get information from the school.  Mr. Kamide stated that it was noted in the newsletter which was mailed home, as well as 2 letters which were also mailed home.  

Susan Kemp was concerned about the wording of the athletic contract which is signed by students in regards to expectations.  There was discussion about the follow up and communication between the coaches, athletic director, and teachers.
Meeting adjourned at 8:30 p.m.  The next PAC meeting is on Wednesday, March 26th at 7:00 p.m. 

